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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
February 9, 1869 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 


Enclosed lease find report of the Engraver of the Mint in reference to the moulds [sic]for 


counterfeiting transmitted to me by you on 8" inst. 


Respectfully, 


H.R. Linderman 
Director 


February 9, 1869 
Dear Sir, 

The moulds [sic]submitted to me as exhibiting the means of counterfeiting are of all 
others the most generally made use of for that purpose by that class of persons, as being so 
inexpensive, readily made, and so capable of being quickly destroyed when detection approaches. 

But these very points render the produce of their labor less dangerous to the public as 
there is scarcely any person at the present day who I unacquainted with some one of the ready 
means of detection. 

In the first place, a fusible metal must be employed, which differs materially in hardness 
from the nickel coin. 

Next, the gate, or place of pouring in the metal, obliterates the milling on the 
edges always showing an imperfect edge. 

Thirdly, the piece loses entirely the metallic ring, falling with a heavy dull sound 
unmistakably opposed to the true sharp sound with which all tradesmen are so familiar, and 
almost surely, the weight of a cast piece is greatly at fault, so that this simple test will settle any 
doubt. 

The color also and what is everywhere understood as the “greasy look,” is a very 
ready test, although this may be pretty well concealed in the case of a counterfeit of silver, well 
created. But even there, the colour [sic] is not natural and a little inspection betrays the imposture, 
so that is the public will use only the smallest precaution, and try any one of the foregoing tests, 
viz: looking at the imperfect edge, trying the soft metal by bending or biting the piece, or testing 
the metallic sound by ringing it, the presence of any one of these deficiencies implies the others, 
and detection follows. 


Very truly yours, 
William Barber. 
Engraver 


